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QUEST FOR THE BULLYPROOF SHI ELDS

By Arthur Kanegis & Paul dickman

ACT |

SETTI NG Pat hway | eadi ng to school painted
on a backdrop of paper or cloth
adorni ng the Puppet stage. The stage
sits atop a big box or a table with
the front covered by a green cloth.

TEACHER OR VO CE- OVER NARRATOR
H everyone. Welcome to The Quest for the BULLYPROOF Shi el ds.
|"m afraid our characters need a lot of help, so feel free to
pitch in when they need you.

Peter trudges al ong, |unch-
box i n hand.

PETER
| " m dooned, dooned, doonmed! DU MB, dooned! Oh, hi everybody.
My nanme is Peter. There's this guy, Frankie, who's making ny
life a mserable weck. Every day on ny way to and from school
he grabs ne and nakes ne give himsonething fromny | unch-box.
Boy, am | bunmmed.

He gazes off. Spots a
bal l oon drifting in. G abs
it, looks at it.
PETER
Hhmm
Suddenly gets an idea.
PETER
But this tinme I'lIl get away. |I'Il sail up in the air with this
bal | oon.

Just then Frankie struts
onst age.

FRANKI E
Hey nmush f ace.

PETER
Yi kes! It's Frankie.
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FRANKI E
Well | ook who's here, Peter, Peter, punpkin eater. Had sone |unch
and couldn't keep it. Wat ya got for ne today? Hey, let's go.
Open her up.

(Peter holds tight to his
| unch-box, clenches his
bal | oon string, and | eaps
into the air)

PETER
Ha, ha, ha. Up, up and away.

(Franki e pops the balloon)

PETER
Cone on, Frankie, that's not fair.

FRANKI E

Wo said life was fair?

(opens box)
Quiet or I'll crunch your bones. Let's see, what do we have here?
| hope it's better than that French bread sandw ch your nom nmade
yesterday. The crust was so hard only a pigeon could eat it.
Ch joy! Ohjoy. | hit pay dirt, a Twinkie! Today is certainly
my lucky day. Well so long insect. See ya again tonorrow. Ha,
ha, ha, ha.

(Franki e runs off, rnunchi ng.
Peter sits down, discouraged)

PETER
Boy, | wish | was |like Captain Stupendo, ny favorite cartoon hero.
Do you guys ever watch hin? No?! (QGuess that's 'cause he cones
on at 4:30 Saturday norning. Ha! He always flies around and beats
up the bad guys.
(Junps up, punches and flails)

If | were him |I'd twist that Frankie into a pretzel, |I'd snmash
himflat on the ground |like a pancake, 1'd grind himup into
meatloaf, I'd - 1'd...

(Aura appears behind him
like a nystical fairy.)

AURA
Pretzel, pancake, neatloaf? Hey kid, are you studying to becone
a fast food chief?

PETER
Huh? Well, where did you conme fronf

AURA
| conme fromthe Land of Imagination. My nanme is Aura, and | heard
you tal ki ng about what you'd like to do to that other young man,
and | becane concer ned.
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PETER
What do you nean?
AURA
For instance, you said you would twist himinto a pretzel. Wat

do you really think would happen if you did that?

PETER
Well, he probably wouldn't |ike that very nuch, so he'd fight
back. He'd nost likely - he'd crunch ne into pieces snmaller than
an ant's underwear.

AURA
| s that what you want?

PETER
Uh- uhh.

AURA

And what do you think would happen if you really smashed himinto
the ground |ike a pancake?

PETER
|'d probably get kicked out of school; thereby ruining forever ny
dreans of becomng the first astronaut to FLY AWAY to Mars.

AURA
Too bad. And if you were really to grind himinto neatl oaf ?

PETER
Ch, 1'd probably go to ja be | ocked up in a six by eight foot

il,
cell for the rest of ny life.

AURA

That would certainly put a crinp in your skateboarding, wouldn't
it?

PETER
So I'm dooned to have that bully steal ny desserts for the rest
of ny life. Dooned, doonmed, dooned.

AURA
Don't be so overly dramatic, kid. That's not necessarily true.
Are you good at figuring out puzzles?

PETER
| |love puzzles!
( Shi el d- shaped PUZZLE FRAME
appears)

AURA
| have a puzzle for you. Figure out how there can be no nore bully.

PETER
No nmore bully? That's it; I'lIl twist, I'll smash, ['ll grind...
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AURA
But you just figured out that won't work.

PETER
Oh yeah. So what do | do? This is very, hnmm .. Puzzling.

AURA
You're right, it is a puzzle. And so are you ready to try to
figure it out?

PETER
You nean figure out another way that there can be no nore bully?

AURA
Hee, hee. You're smart, kid. So let's get started on our journey
around the world to find the answers.

(They vi brate and swoosh up
t hrough time and space)

ACT |1

SETTI NG The backdrop of the school path
drops down so it |ooks |ike they
are flying up. A painted backdrop
of an imaginary land rises up into
the box stage so it |ooks like
t hey are | anding.

The green cloth covering the | ower
box drops down, revealing a blue

pl anet Earth. It can be nailed to a
pol e so a kid behind the box/desk
can rotate it, if desired.

PETER
Hey! How did you do that? Hey, |ady, where did you - whoa!
(Suddenly they land with a

t hunp)
Ww, what a trip. Were are we now, mss Aura?

AURA
We are in the magical Land of Imagination. |In order to give you
some new i deas on howto deal with that bully, we'll have to seek

the advice of the wi sest aninmals on the whole earth, the sea and
the air. W nust go on a quest. Follow ne.

PETER
Hold on. You're not going to drop through the floor again, are
you?
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AURA
O course not. Don't be ridiculous. Please just walk this way.
(he follows, walking |ike
her as the Earth inmage
rotates bel ow until suddenly
t hey conme upon a bear)

BUST- OQUT BEAR
Hel | o.

(Peter junps back)

PETER
Hey, are you trying to give a little kid a heart attack?

BUST- QUT BEAR

Sorry. |'m Bust-out Bear.
PETER

Yes, Buster, | can see that you're not wearing any clothes.
BUST- QUT BEAR

No, |'m Bust-out Bear, Brave Bust-out Bear.

AURA
And | bet your nanme has sonething to do with Peter's problem

BUST- QUT BEAR
Absol utely. You gotta be brave enough to bust out fromthat
fighting trap.

PETER
You nean |ike, run away?

BUST- QUT BEAR
Sonetinmes. Busting out can nean getting out of harnms way. O
getting a teacher to help bust up the fighting situation. But
sonetinmes you can just stand up to that bully in a new way. Don't
throw "'ma fist, throw'ma curve, know what | nean?

PETER
Huh? How can | throw a... a curve?

BUST- QUT BEAR
Startle himwith a conpletely new approach. Shake up his world a
little bit, so he's caught off guard. He expects you to be scared
and cower. What if you tell a joke instead? O whack himwth -

"Boy, am| glad to see you, you're big and strong, | need your
help with this problem" or..
(sniffs)

"Do | smell snoke? 1s sonething burning?"
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PETER
(sniffs)
Ch no, maybe there is a fire. Maybe the school's burning down!
We better go back and sound the al arm

BUST- QUT BEAR
No, no no. There's no fire. | was just giving you exanpl e of
what they call "reframng the situation.” Ever notice that that
if you put a picture in a new frame, it can make it | ook different?
You can put a situation into a new frane and it make it | ook
different, too. In the old picture he's the "bad guy" about to
beat you up. But in the new frane, he's the "good guy" hel ping
you deal with an energency.

PETER
Ckay, | barely get it. But, |I'd be too enbarrassed to ask that
unbearable clod for help. And | can't bear to think of himas a
good guy.

BUST- QUT BEAR
BEARLY get it? BEAR to think of it! EnmBEARassed UnBEARabl e cl od!
(laughs heartily)
Now being very funny. Try that on Frankie and he'll be too busy
| aughing to bash you. You, ny friend have just won first key to
your puzzle, - see, it's got ny picture on it to remnd you to
cone at the problemfroman unexpected direction.
(Peter is handed a PUZZLE
PIECE with a Bustout Bust-
out bear i nage)

PETER

Thanks, Buster, uh, Bust-Qut Bust-out Bear, but I'mstill puzzled.
| cannot figure out what to do with this little bit of w sdom
Can soneone help nme figure out howthis fits in? Please, soneone,
anyone? Were can | fit this piece of puzzle?

(Music) [A CH LD FROM THE

AUDI ENCE REACHES I N, TAKES

THE PUZZLE PI ECE, AND PUTS

| T IN THE RI GHT SPOT I N

THE FRAME] )
Ah, so that's where it goes. Thank you.

AURA
It's always a good idea to approach a problem froma new angl e
when the old way hasn't worked.

PETER
Well, 1"l try. Were to now, Aura?

AURA
Let's keep searching the earth for nore ideas.
(They wal k along the Earth
until a Unicorn trots up)
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Earth gl obe can turn beneath them
as they wal k. The I magi nary Land
backdrop can renmain, or optionally
students could paint a different
habi tat backdrop for each ani nmal.

UNDERSTANDI NG UNI CORN
Nei gh!

PETER
Who are you?

UNDERSTANDI NG UNI CORN
Under st andi ng Uni cor n.

PETER
Ha, wait a mnute. You're not a real aninmal.

UNDERSTANDI NG UNI CORN
VWell, sonme people have told nme that, but we are in the magical
Land of I nagination, are we not?

PETER
O course! | forgot! So how can you help ne deal with a bully?

UNDERSTANDI NG UNI CORN
By reminding you to try to understand where the bully is com ng
from

PETER
| know where he's comng from fromwherever |I'm not | ooking.
Then pow, he's right there in ny face.

UNDERSTANDI NG UNI CORN
Hum I'mafraid |I'mnot making nyself understood. | nean where
he's comng fromon the inside. The nore you understand what makes
himtick, the nore creative you can be in comng up with a way to
handl e him

PETER
Hm That's hard to do. Hmm You think maybe he picks on ne
because soneone picks on hinf

UNDERSTANDI NG UNI CORN
Very good. Now you al so need to understand yourself. |Is there
sonmet hing he rem nds you of that triggers your anger or fear?
That pushes your hot buttons?

PETER
Hm Come to think of it, that twitch in his eye kinda' rem nds
me of a scary pirate. Wien | was just a little boy and went to a
novie, | saw a big scary pirate comng right at nme, about to cut
off ny head with his sword. It nade ne cry.
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UNDERSTANDI NG UNI CORN
Ww e Zowie! You're pretty good at understanding things. That's
a big key to solving your puzzle. So take this next puzzle piece
to remind you to try and understand what's going on inside the
bully's head - and yours!

(The 2nd PUZZLE PIECE is
tossed to Peter)

PETER
Ch, very good. Ckay Understandi ng Unicorn, see you around.

UNDERSTANDI NG UNI CORN
Yes. Maybe at the nerry-go-round.

PETER
O around the next corner.

UNDERSTANDI NG UNI CORN
O at the roundup

PETER
You sure do get around. Ha, ha, ha, hasta |a bye-bye.

(Uni corn di sappears. Peter
| ooks at puzzle piece)

PETER
ol |y Cee, another puzzle piece. Hmm Hmm

(Studi es puzzle franme and
t he piece)

PETER

Pl ease, sonmeone, help nme figure out Where can | fit this piece of
puzzl e?

(MJSI C UNTI L ANOTHER CHI LD

FROM THE AUDI ENCE REACHES

I N AND PUTS THE PUZZLE

Pl ECE IN THE RI GHT SPOT)
Ah, so that's where it goes. | knew that.

(Resunes wal king with Aura)

PETER
Let's keep | ooking. Maybe we'll find sone birds. | |ove birds.
(whi stles while he wal ks
until he hears a cat purr)

LI STENI NG LYNX
Li stening Lynx here. |'ve been listening quietly to the story
about a boy on his way to know edge.
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PETER
Huh? College? No, I'mgoing to grade school. Don't you have
eyes?

LI STENI NG LYNX
You're not listening. |If you want to solve your problem you
have to try and listen carefully to what the bully is saying.
That, believe it or not, is the first step to making sure there
is no nore bully.

PETER
VWell sonmetinmes | get so scared or angry that | don't hear a word
of his bull - bully - bull - bull -- bully bluster.

LI STENI NG LYNX
Did you ever stop to think that maybe he m ght just want to get
sonet hing off his chest? That nmaybe he wants sonmeone to listen
and really hear what he has to say?

PETER
| hear what he has to say: "G ve nme your |unch.™

LI STENI NG LYNX
| f you listen carefully, behind the bluster you can hear doubts
and fears. Sonetine bluster and bullying can be a mask for a
hurt little boy inside. Sonmetinmes when little things don't get
heard, they build and build "till it get's absurd.

PETER
You nean, if nobody listens to himhe just gets angrier and angrier
until he explodes |like the Hul k?

LI STENI NG LYNX
Very good. Really listening can sonetines prevent violence. O
cool a situation down.

PETER
Vll, | suppose | could try to listen better.

LI STENI NG LYNX
Now you' ve got it! Here's ny piece of the puzzle to rem nd you
to listen. So | ong now.

(He's given 3rd PUZZLE Pl ECE.)

PETER
Hurray! Another piece of the puzzle. Ch, | can do this.

(Puts it in wong place)

PETER
"' m good at puzzles. No problem

(Keeps slammng it in wong
pl aces to nmusic until)
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(another kid fromthe
audi ence puts it right.)

PETER
Ah, right. | was just going to get to that.

(Resunes wal king with Aura)

PETER
Yikes! A big Scary Lion! Run! Lion.

LOVI NG LI ON
Relax. [I"m fierce all right - when it comes to bullying behavior.
It makes me so mad 1 could just.. just. hug"m and squeeze out that
bad behavior and just lick"m and love the inner good. You see,
behind the mask of meanness, 1s a hurt little kid. Talk to that
inner child -- while you stand tough against the meanness. You-"ll
be more powerful i1f you stand up to Peter while appealing to the
good In him.

PETER
But what if | can't find anything good about hinf
LOVI NG LI ON
Di g deeper. You have to find it even if it's just a tiny, little,

itty, itty, bitty, teeny-weenie piece of good. If you can speak

to that good in him draw out the best side rather than his worst,

it may hel p breakdown the meanness. | am one nore key to your puzzle t
remnd you to | ook for sone good in the person who nmay be behavi ng
badl y.

PETER
Wel | thanks, Loving Lion. [1'lIl add this piece to ny puzzle.
Hmm Hmm Hrmm Hmm Hmm Hm Hom Homme Homme Hnm

(He keeps Hmmm ng, studying
the puzzle frane until

anot her kid grabs the piece
and puts it in the right

pl ace. He nods thanks,

then he and Aura continue
their trek around the Earth)

YI' N YANG YAK
"Low. (Gong) Yin Yang Yak here at your service.

PETER
Unh, hi. What kind of nane is that? What does yin yang nean?
(Gong)

YI'N YANG YAK
Yin yang is an ancient philosophy that says that two opposite
things may be true at the sane tinme. Mdern fol ks sonetines say
there are two sides to the sanme coin. Even though the situation
that you find yourself in when you are being bullied is bad, there
m ght be sone good that can cone of it.
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PETER
You're putting nme on.

YI' N YANG YAK
Am | putting you off?

PETER
Yeah, you're putting ne off.

YI'N YANG YAK
But you just said | was putting you on.

PETER
This is getting me down. |'magetting fed up.

YI N YANG YAK
Up, down, off, on, in, out; all these opposites blend into one.
Bal anced i nside, they nake life fun.

PETER
Hmm That's puzzling. Hmm Oh, you nean like if I'mreally good
at sonething and | say, boy am | bad!

YI'N YANG YAK
Good! Ah-so! Opposites - they energize us. Qpportunity springs
fromcrisis. I"'mthe piece of your puzzle that will help you
bal ance the yin and the yang in all situations. Good |uck and
good- bye.

(He tosses hima puzzle
pi ece wth the Yin-Yang
synbol . Peter puzzles over

it.)

PETER
CGeez. This is really puzzling. A bad situation can also be good?
Gosh, that's so weird that | really don't know what to do with
this puzzle piece. | doubt anyone can help ne on this one. Can
any of you figure this out? Wiere would we put a bad puzzle piece
that's good?

(An audi ence kid grabs for
the piece and places it.)

AURA
We still have many magical creatures to neet. Now let's hurry
on. W've alnost arrived at the edge of the land. Now it's tine
to see what advice the creatures of the water have to give.

PETER
Edge of the land. Oh, no, we m ssed seeing any birds.

AURA
Don't worry, there will be tinme for creatures of the air.
prom se. Look, here we are where the earth neets the sea.
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PETER
Hey! Wo spit on ne?

Pl CTURI NG PORPO SE
Qops. Sorry about that. Just sone water from ny bl owhol e.

PETER
Who are you?

Pl CTURI NG PORPO SE
| am Picturing Porpoise, and here's ny advice to you. Dive deep
into your imagination and picture your own happy endi ng. |magine
t he best possible solution to your bully situation. You wll
greatly inprove the chance of it happening. Draw the picture in
your mnd of things working out well.

PETER
| like drawing pictures. But | always draw the bad things. Like
that nmean bully beating me up. And...and... ne squi shing ants.

Pl CTURI NG PORPO SE
That's one way to rel ease tension. Go ahead. But then, renenber,
our visions have power. Like wi shes, they can cone true. So try
picturing the bad turning into sonething good. If you create a
vision in your mnd of exactly what you want, you are nore |ikely
to attract that into your life. Now I'moff to play with ny dol phin
friend. | can just see what a good tine we are going to have.
Take this to renenber to use your picture power.

(He flips Peter a puzzle
pi ece. Peter gets sprayed
with water. Audi ence kids
grab the piece and put it
in the puzzle frane)

PETER
Hey! He got ne all wet!

AURA
Don't worry about it. W have to swimacross this ocean anyway.

PETER
VWat? | can't swm No way. And |I'mafraid of sharks. You prom sed
we see birds.

AURA
W will, on the | and across the sea.

PETER
Wiy can't we fly there?

AURA

Do you see any airplanes here in the land of the inmagination?
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PETER
VWhat if | imagine there were?

AURA
Okay smarty pants. Then imagine you and | can fly.

PETER
Ww. Geat idea. |I'mpicturing really hard. Hey, it worked! Look,
we're flying over the ocean.

(Earth turns as the puppets
fly to the next |and)

AURA
Ww, you're getting good, kid. Now that we're al nbst over the
ocean, you'll see creatures of the air. Look out! Don't bunp into

t hat Raven.

(Peter fly's right toward
Respect ful Raven)

PETER
How do | put on the Braaaaaaaakkkkkes!

(Smash! He bunps into Raven
and they both tunble and
fall.)

PETER
Ch, no, we're going to fall in the ocean and drown.

(They crash down onto the
Sandy shore.)

PETER
Quch!  Well at least we |anded on this sandy beach.

RESPECTFUL RAVEN
Heavens! That was a rather rude surprise! But | nust say, | respect
a boy like you for trying to fly. That's sonething you don't see
every day.

PETER
Oh, | thought you'd be furious at ne. You' d have every right.
But... it does feel pretty good to have you treat me with respect.
AURA

He's Respectful Raven! And naybe he has sone advice on how you
can transformthat bully into not-a-bully.

RESPECTFUL RAVEN
Well Peter, | respectfully suggest you RESPECT the bully.

PETER
Respect the bully? Not! No way! Never. Nevernore!
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RESPECTFUL RAVEN
Nevernore? Can | quote you on that? Caw Cawl Ckay, think about
this. W all need recognition and acknowl edgnent. Ri ght? Think
about how you felt when you were respected even though you did a
bad thi ng. Respect can be nore powerful than you m ght believe.
Try it and see.

(Squawks a song to the tune
of RESPECT)

RESPECTFUL RAVEN
R E-S-P-E-C-T;, Gve it and you will see. RE-S-P-E-C- T Opens doors
just like a key. Ch (sock it to ne, sock it to nme, sock it to ne,
sock it tonme) Alittle respect (sock it to nme, sock it to ne,
sock it to ne, sock it to ne)

(Raven flutters off stil
si ngi ng. Tosses PUZZLE
Pl ECE #7 to Peter.)

PETER
|'ve heard Aretha Franklin and that raven's no Aretha Franklin.
Boy, | respect that bird for trying, but | sure hope his advice

is better than his singing.
(puzzl es over piece)
Hhmm

(Audi ence kids rush to grab
and put it in place.)

(SOUND: Ccean Wave. Water
spl ashes on Peter.)

PETER
Yi kes, I'mgetting wet again. |Is that you Dol phin... Unh, Porpoise?

(Oter arrives on a wave
fromthe ocean)

ORI G NATI NG OTTER
No it's me, otter, and | just rode up on this kelp raft. Do you
like it?

PETER
Uh, it's, uh, very original

ORI G NATI NG OTTER
Thank you. | made it so | could ride away froma big storm out
there. And nowl'mreally hungry. Do you happen to have a rock
| could crack open this clamwth?

PETER
No | don't see any rocks. Only sand. |I"'mafraid there's no way
you'll be able to eat it.
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ORI G NATI NG OTTER
Oh, there's always a way. If one way won't work | just originate
sonething new |I'Il try that bottle lying there.
(Crack sound)

ORI G NATI NG OTTER

Ch good. | just created a new clam cracker. MMVMmM Want sone?
PETER
Uck! No thanks. I'mlooking for a bird to give ne sone advice.

ORI G NATI NG OTTER
|"mfull of advice. Just try ne.

PETER
But Mss Aura promsed |'d see creatures of the air. You ought
to be a seagull or sonething.

ORI G NATI NG OTITER
You oughtn't not oughtta an otter.

PETER
Huh?
AURA
You shoul dn't shoul d on people.
PETER
But you just "should" on ne!
AURA
You're right! Sorry. But thisis Oiginating Oter and |I'll bet

he's got sone really good advice for you

PETER
Do you think you can originate a way that | won't keep losing to
Frankie? I"'mtired of losing - ny lunch, ny feelings that |I'm
worth anything, nmy, ny... ny freedom and everyt hi ng.

ORI G NATI NG OTTER
Oh boy! | just love figuring out new things. Hm ..
(scratches head)
Maybe there's a way you and Frankie can both w n.

PETER
Both win? No way. | wanna beat himli ke an egg yoke, tw st him
into a pretzel, smash himinto the ground |Iike a pancake, and..
AURA
Pet er 2?7
PETER

Oh yeah. That won't work. It mght taste sweet for a nonment, but
|'"d regret it the rest of ny life. So what do you suggest.
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ORI G NATI NG OTTER
If you win and he loses, he'll resent it for a long, long tine.
Better to come up with an original way that both you and the bully
can end up ahead of the gane. | call that a win-wn sol ution.

PETER
In soccer there's a winning teamand a | osing team Football,
basebal |, there's always wi nners and | osers. Even when you play
Ni ntendo with a friend, one of you wins and the other is a | oser.

ORI G NATI NG OTTER
Well Peter, the gane of life is so nuch nore exciting than a sport
or a gane. W don't have to stay stuck in the old rules. Renenber,
we can invent new ways of doing things. It's much easier to
i nfl uence people to change their behavior if they don't feel |ike
a loser for doing it. Do you want this bully to change into not
a bully?

PETER
You bet | do.

ORI G NATI NG OTTER
Well, then cone up with an original idea that works for you, and
makes himfeel good, too. | know it sounds crazy, but it works.
My key to your puzzle is to remind you to create a win-win
solution. Let nme know what happens.

PETER
Ckay, as soon as | figure out where to put this piece in the
puzzl e.

(He waves it until audience
kids rush up to place it.
Then Aura and Peter wal k
around the Earth sonme nore.)

PETER
rd, but I have to admt he was pretty cool.
find anot her real bird.

Well, he wasn't a bi
But now | hope we'll

AURA
He's already here.

(Overseeing OM soars above

t hem

PETER
VWhere? | don't see anybody.

AURA
Up in the air!

(Peter | ooks up.)
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PETER
Why does he just sail around up there | ooking at us? Wiy doesn't
he conme down here.

AURA

Maybe we'll have to fly up there and ask him
PETER

Fly?
AURA

Renmenber we are in the land of the imagination

PETER
Oh boy! Then | can fly!
(leaps in the air)
This time I'll watch where |I' m goi ng.

(Peter and Aura fly up above
t he puppet stage.)

(Whistle, thud. He bunps
right into ow.)

PETER
Qops! Sorry about ruffling your feathers. I'mnot really a flying
kind of guy. But | cane to ask sone advice, so while I'mup here

(1 ooks down)
Yi kes. It's high up here!

OVERSEEI NG OAL
Yes you are overseeing a w de expanse of the Earth. The probl ens
down there don't |look so big fromup here, do they?
(Peter | ooks down, now awed)
And that relates precisely to ny advice for you. R se up above
the fray. Don't stay down there on the Bully's level, rise to a
hi gher hei ght.

PETER
How can | do that? Back in the real world I"'mcan't fly up in the
air like a bird.

OVERSEEI NG ONL

No, no, no, ny boy. | was speaking netaphorically. You are not
actually in the air above your situation, you are norally above
it all. When soneone acts boorish to you, nust you becone boori sh,

too? When soneone behaves badly towards you, must you start
behavi ng badly? I would hunbly suggest that the wi sest path is
the high and noble road. Show the bully the best part of you, not
the worst. Maybe he'll learn a | esson from seei ng how you handl e
adversity. |I'mthe puzzle piece to rem nd you to always act your
nobl est, not your basest. Good |uck, ny boy.

(He tosses Peter his puzzle
pi ece.)
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(By now audi ence kids are
quick to put this next-to-
t he-1ast piece in place.
Aura and Peter descend
back down to Earth and
continue their journey
around the worl d)

PETER
Ww, that's really hard advice to follow, mainly 'cause | don't
under stand sonme of that wise old ow's words. Usually when soneone
is mean to nme, | just want to be nean back. I'mafraid it'll be
really hard to rise above it all.

AURA
Well, | have faith in you, Peter. Besides, if OM's w se advice
wor ks, you will get what you're after, which is that you won't
have to deal with the bully anynore.

PETER
But I don't knowif | have the courage to actually do what
everybody has been suggesti ng.

FEARLESS FOX
Exactly, exactly. That's just the problem | wanted to help you
wi t h!

PETER
VWho said that?

FEARLESS FOX
Me.

PETER
Wiy you're a fox. Ha, ha, ha, ha. Wiy are you wearing those
silly fake w ngs?

FEARLESS FOX
| heard you and Aura say that you'd only be talking to creatures
of the air now, and | didn't want to get left out.

AURA
Don't worry Fearless Fox. Since you were not afraid of | ooking
foolish in order to say your peace, we'll listen to you

FEARLESS FOX
That's exactly ny point. It's not that | wasn't afraid of appearing
foolish. | was. But | took that fear and used it to juice ne
into action. Peter, use your fear to punp yourself up. Use it to
punp you up and try out the ideas you' ve |earned about. Punp it
up, punp it up, punp your fear into courage, 'cause you know,
bullies snell fear. But if they snell courage (sniff, sniff,
sniff), ah, that's better. Now any bully will think tw ce before
going after you. You now have many powerful ways of dealing with
Frank. Now you've been bully proofed!
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PETER
Do you really think so?

FEARLESS FOX
Yep. It's certified. I'mthe final key to your puzzle.
it and have no fear.

(He tosses Peter his puzzle
pi ece. Kids fromthe

audi ence grab for it but
Pet er waves them back
Takes the piece hinself.)

PETER

Go for

| can do it. Thanks guys, but | don't need any help. |I'mvery

good at puzzles, you know.

(He proudly places the |ast
pi ece in the puzzle.)

AURA

Good, Peter. Now you have all the pieces of your puzzle together.

You' ve got yourself a BULLYPROCF shi el d.

PETER
Ww  That's the answer to all ny puzzling.

AURA
Now, are you ready to take on that bully?

PETER
Am | ready? Just let nme at him I'll pulverize himwth ny
picturing. [|'lIl overwhelmhimwth the originating. I’ lay it
on with ny listening. "Il - 1"l - 1"II..

AURA
Ckay, okay, | believe you. Let's head back.

(Wi stle)
PETER

Ch no!  Not again!
(Whistle, bunp. He lands in
a heap back where he started)
ACT 111
SETTI NG Pat hway | eadi ng to school
(Peter gets hinself up)

PETER

WIIl you please give me a little warning if you're gonna do that

again? It makes nme feel |ike throw ng up.

(School bell rings)
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PETER
Ch ny gosh! School over already? Did | mss it?
AURA
Not at all. You' ve had a great education today.
PETER
On! Okay thanks. | like learning this way. Well | better run hone

before Frankie get's out of school.

AURA
Hol d onto your cookies, cookie. Look who just cane out of school.

FRANKI E
(calls out)
Oh Peter! Peter! \Were are you? It's snack tine!

PETER
Oh ny gosh! | don't knowif | can really go through with this,
Aur al

AURA

Just give it your best shot. That's all you can do. Now you have
the protection of the BULLYPROOF shi el d.

(Peter | ooks around - there's
no shield, no animals,
just Frankie getting closer)

PETER
Yeah, but where did nmy BULLYPROOF shield go?
AURA
It's inside you now, in your inner Land of |nagination, where
it's nost powerful. Go now and use it.
(Peter stands up straight
and starts wal king boldly
toward Frankie. Misic.)
FRANKI E
Ah, there you are, winp boy. Prepare to part with your dessert.
And then, just for good neasure, ha, ha, ha, |'m gonna crunch
your bones.
(Peter pauses, listening

for inside voices. W hear
the animal's Voi ce Over
but don't see them anynore.)

BUST- OUT BEAR (V. Q)
Don't forget, Peter, try to break out of that situation by doing
sonet hi ng surprising and unexpect ed.
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PETER
Hold on there, Frankie. Let nme check nmy schedule. Ch yes, | have
sone free tine at eleven o' clock. Wuld you |ike an appoi nt nent
to crunch ny bones at that tinme? 1'd be happy to pencil you in.

FRANKI E
Wha?

UNDERSTANDI NG UNI CORN (V. Q.)
Peter, try to understand what m ght be making himchose to bully
you.

PETER
Can | ask you a question?
FRANKI E
Sure. | got all the answers.
PETER
What do you |ike best about school ?
FRANKI E
The best? Well, | don't Iike homework, 'cause it cuts into ny
time. | don't like class work, because it's way too hard. But |

do like it when other kids see how tough I am how | nake you
little kids squirmlike a worm Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha.

PETER
Boy, | know what you nean. 1'd feel real bad if | just could
never answer the teacher's questions. |I'd feel enbarrassed, so

|'d want sone way to nmake kids respect ne. So maybe |1'd even bully
little kids, too.

FRANKI E
You? Bully other kids? Wiy you couldn't squash a fly. Now stop
pl ayi ng Signmund Freud kid, and hand over the goodi es.

LI STENI NG LYNX (V. Q)
Li stening Lynx here. Don't forget to really let himknow you
heard what he sai d.

PETER
So you think I"'mlittle and scrawny and it nakes you angry when
try to figure out what nmakes a person act like a bully?

FRANKI E
Acting? Acting? Wwo told you it was all an act? Al | want is
your dessert, wornface. 'Cause | |ike Tw nkies much nore than
stale ol d toast.

PETER

| hear what you're saying. You steal ny Tw nkies 'cause you never
get anything fun in your lunch, just stale old toast.
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FRANKI E
Hey, squirtface, you're going to be toast in a mnute unless you
hand over the Tw nki es.

LION (V.Q)
Stand fierce against his bullying, Peter, but love him as a person.
you®ll be very powerful 1T you can appeal to something good in him.

PETER
Ch yeah, sure. Easy for you to say.
FRANKI E
What' d ya say, punk?
PETERLook
Look here, Frankie, |'ve seen what you do with your nonis stal e toast.

You break it up and feed i1t the birds. That"s outstanding!
I think deep inside you"re okay.

(Franki e backs off, puzzl ed.
Gong sound)

YI N YANG YAK (V.Q)
Ah-so! You bad, kid!

PETER
|"m pretty good, huh?

FRANKI E
Are you making fun of ne?

YI'N YANG YAK (V.Q)
This m ght be an opportunity for the yin yang harangue.
(Gong)

PETER
You know, Frankie, it's weird. At the sane tinme you're robbing ne
of ny lunch, you're capable of the extraordinary act of Kkindness
of feeding the birds.

FRANKI E
You wanna make sonething of the fact that | |ike feeding birds,
toenail breath?

Pl CTURI NG PORPO SE (V. Q)
Don't forget the big picture, Peter.

FRANKI E
| happen to |like feeding birds. Watcha gonna do about it?

PETER
Not hi ng, except tell you that | think it's really, really great.
| can just picture us feeding a whole bunch of birds, with
beautiful colors fluttering around us. Wat fun!
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(Franki e i s dunbfounded.
For a monment he can't think
of athing to say.)

RESPECTFUL RAVEN (V. Q)
Raack | may just be raving but now may be the tine to sock it to
himwith alittle respect.

PETER
You see, |'ve always liked birds nyself. So |I respect anybody
el se who likes birds. 1've always w shed that | could have a
parakeet to twitter and sing songs right in my room

FRANKI E
Cee, Peter. M dad sent ne a bunch of parakeets for ny |ast
birthday. | got a cage full of them at hone.

PETER

Real | y?

ORI G NATI NG OTTER (V. Q)
There's one other thing you ought to do. Try and set up a win/win
si tuati on.

PETER
Hey Frankie, | have an idea. How about | get ny nomto pack us a
couple of extra Twinkies, then if you'd et me cone over to your
house and see your birds, | could help you a bit with your school

wor k, because | think you could do real good if we work together.

FRANKI E
You' d really do that for ne, after all the stuff |I've done to
you?

PETER
O course | woul d.

OVERSEEI NG OAL (V. Q)
Way to go, Peter. The noble way is to stay above the fray.

PETER
We bird lovers gotta stick together

FEARLESS FOX (V. Q)
| told you, Peter. You' ve nothing to fear but fear itself. N ce

goi ng.

FRANKI E
Li ke birds of a feather.

PETER
Li ke pelicans in stormnmy weat her.

FRANKI E
Hey Peter, cone on, |I'll race you to ny house.
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PETER
Last one there is a sewer rat's uncl e.

FRANKI E
No, |last one there is married to Frankenstein's niece.

PETER
No, | ast one there eats nouse guts.

FRANKI E
No, | ast one there has a rotten punpkin for brains.

PETER
No, last one there snells Iike a dead el ephant in the storeroom

AURA
See that? No nore bully. Gone, disappeared, obliterated,
vani shed. The end.
(Musi ¢)
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Cast of Characters

Pet er)

Fr anki e)

Aur a)

Bust out Bear)

Under st andi ng Uni cor n)

Li steni ng Lynx)

Lovi ng Lion)

Yi n Yang Yak)

Pi cturing Porpoise)

Respect ful Raven)

Oiginating Qter)

Overseeing OM)

Fear| ess Fox)

Teacher and Audi ence)

(A timd school kid)

(A nmean-1 ooking bully.)

(A wise spirit woman)

(A brave furry uncl ot hed bear)

(A prancer with a light-up horn)

(A cat with big ears)

(A kindly Leo who | oves to hug)

(A I onghaired beast w Yin-Yang synbol)

(A porpoise with a purpose)

(Aretha Franklin she's not)

(A cute little inventive critter)

(A wse old bird with gl asses)

(One foxy | ady)

(For Intro and hel ping with puzzle)



STAG NG NOTES
This stage can be as sinple as a cardboard box w th backgrounds
pai nted on paper. Kids can nake their own puppets, or use our
puppet cutouts fromour bullyproof.org site - sinply paste them
on paddl es from paddl ebal|l sets or even onto paper bags or socks.
It would be preferable if Peter was a hand puppet so he can hold
the puzzle pieces. Aura and Frankie can al so be hand puppets.
Cl asses can al so choose to nmake nore el aborate puppets of many
shapes and sizes - even giant ones simlar to those seen in the
vi deo. Just search online for instructions to nmake paper-naché
puppets, or whatever kind your class desires to use.

Backgrounds are not required, but if desired, kids can draw
backgrounds either just a sinple few as needed - or nore el aborate
backdrops representing the habitats of each of the anim
characters. Pl ease post pictures of what you create on our bl og.

The puzzle frame can sinply be a shield wwth 10 pi eces of velcro,
upon whi ch kids stick our Bullyproof medallions pasted onto
cardboard. O your students can paint a shield with the ani nmal
characters and then cut it up like a jig saw puzzle.

Sonme schools may choose to perform Quest as a live-action play.

O hers nmay nmake conputer ani mation. However you decide to do it,
use your creativity, and then post videos of your performance at
MySpace. com bul | yproof shield or on YouTube. conif bul | yproof as a

vi deo response to our videos. You could win a prize! See

www. Bul | yproof.org Have fun, and use the play to start discussions
about handling conflicts and bullying behavior. Encourage your
students to post their BULLYPROOF experiences on our bl og.

Enj oy!
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